
Art units for 2022-2023 

Kapow 

 
Here are the units to cover next year. We are starting with the lower year groups units of work for your class as this is a new scheme for the whole school. 

Please be aware that your older children in the class have additional skills and knowledge that will need to be incorporated into your lessons. You can find 

these in the final column. 

Please also ensure you plan an additional one or two lessons for the children to use what they have learnt to create their own piece of work linked to your 

topic. 

Celebrating and evaluating their work is also very important and I would like you to plan in a big end of unit ‘gallery’ for other classes/parents/the 

community to see and enjoy! Each class needs to have at least one of these events every year. 

 

Classes   Other skills to consider from other year group 

Reception    

Year 1/2 Term 1 
Y1 unit: Drawing 
 

Drawing overview: 
Exploring mark-making and line; 
working and experimenting 
with different materials through 
observational and collaborative 
pieces. 
 
 
 

Drawing skills Y2 
Experiment with drawing on different surfaces and begin to explore tone using a 
variety of pencil grades (HB, 2B, 4B) to show form, drawing light/dark lines, 
patterns and shapes. 
 
Talk about art they have seen using some appropriate subject vocabulary. Be 
able to make links between pieces of art. 
 
Explain their ideas and opinions about their own and other’s artwork, giving 
reasons. Be able to talk about how they could improve their own work. 

Term 2 
Y1 Unit: Painting and 
Mixed Media 
 

Painting overview: 
Exploring colour mixing through 
paint play, using a range of tools 
to paint on different surfaces 
and creating paintings inspired 
by Clarice Cliff and Jasper Johns. 
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Term 3 
Year 1 unit: Sculpture and 
3D 

Sculpture and Mixed Media 
overview: 
Creating simple three 
dimensional shapes and 
structures using familiar 
materials, children develop 
skills in manipulating paper and 
card. They fold, roll and scrunch 
materials to make their own 
sculptures. 
 

 

Year 2/3 Year 2 Unit 
Drawing 
 

Using storybook illustration as a 
stimulus, children develop their 
mark-making to explore a wider 
range of tools and experiment 
with creating texture to add 
detail to drawings. 

Drawing skills Y3 
generate ideas from a range of stimuli and carry out simple research and 
evaluation as part of the making process 
 
Use sketchbook for a wider range of uses for example recording things using 
drawings and annotation, planning and taking next steps in a making process 
 
Draw with expression and begin to experiment with gestural and quick sketching 
 
Developing drawing through further direct  observation, using tonal shading and 
starting to apply an understanding of shape to communicate form and 
proportion. 
 
Use their own experiences to explain how art works may have been made. 
 
Use sketchbooks as part of the problem solving process and making changes to 
improve their work 
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Year 2 Unit 
Craft and Design 
 

Responding to a design brief, 
children learn three techniques for 
working creatively with materials 
and at the end of the project, 
evaluate their design ideas. 

 

Year 2 Unit 
Sculpture and 3D (Clay) 

Exploring the way clay can be 
shaped and joined, children learn a 
range of essential skills for working 
with this medium. They learn about 
the sculpture of Rachel Whiteread 
and create their own clay house 
tile in response. 

 

Year 3/4 Year 3 unit 
Drawing 
 

Developing an understanding of 
shading and drawing techniques 
to create botanical inspired 
drawings. 

Drawing skills Y4 
Plan more purposefully for an outcome 
 
Demonstrate beginnings of an individual style 
 
Use growing knowledge of different drawing materials, combining media for 
effect 
 
Develop more intricate mark making 
 
More complex vocabulary when discussing their own and others’ work 
 
Evaluate their work more regularly. 

Year 3 unit 
Painting and mixed media 
 

Discovering how and why our 
ancient ancestors made art, 
experimenting with natural 
materials to make homemade 
paints and playing with scale to 
paint on a range of surfaces. 
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Year 3 unit 
Craft and Design 

Developing design and craft 
skills taking inspiration from 
Ancient Egyptian art and 
pattern and paper making. 

 

Year 5/6 Year 5 unit 
Drawing 
 
Not available until 30th 
Sept 2022 
 

Developing ideas more 
independently, pupils consider 
the purpose of drawings as they 
investigate how imagery was 
used in the ‘Space race’ that 
began in the 1950s. They 
combine collage and 
printmaking to create a piece in 
their own style. 

Drawing skills Y6 
Develop their own starting points for creative outcomes 
 
Draw expressively in their own personal style and in response to their choice of 
stimulus 
 
Mastery of materials and techniques 
 
Explore new surfaces, e.g. clay, layering media and incorporating digital drawing 
techniques 
 
give reasoned evaluations of their own and others’ which takes account of 
context and intention 

Year 5 unit 
Painting and mixed media 
 

Investigating self-portraits by a 
range of artists, children use 
photographs of themselves as a 
starting point for developing 
their own unique self-portraits 
in mixed-media. 

 

Year 5 unit 
Craft and Design 

Investigating the built 
environment, drawing from 
observation, evaluating design 
features of buildings and 
developing ideas to create 
individual architectural designs 

 

 


